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R. Alix i is oligea Ws the plain 
Force of Truth, to own ſo many 

of his former Errors and Miſtakes 
in this his Anſwer, that one wou'd 
naturally: imagine the Senſe of them ſhould 
» have made him leſs willing to write again. 

At leaſt one might juſtly expect that, after 
ſo long a time for deliberation about what 
he was to ſay, he ſhould have taken care 
not to commit the like groſs Miſtakes in 
| this Anſwer, which appeared in his, Remarks 
before. But if the Reader will fee with his 
| own Eyes, and does not deſire to be impo- 
| ſed upon, I will eafily ſhew him that this. 


paper is worſe written than the former; and 


that the plain Errors therein contained are 
here more numerous, as well as more Inex- 
cuſable, than thoſe in the other. As if by 
Confeſſing many Miſtakes in the former, he 
had acquired a Right of commutting many 
more in the latter Caſe, If I fail in my, 
Proof of this Charge upon blo, the Reader | 


I will eafily retort it upon me, and I am. 


very willing to be entirely at 1 Mercy u. 
on that Account. Nay indeed, belidest thoſe 
Miles which ariſe from Overſi ght, Care- 


8 ene ; 


—— — — 


leſneſs, and want of Judgment, T ſee ſuch 
| ſhrewd Signs of ſome of another Nature in 
Dr. Alix, that had T not ever had a great 
Opinion of his Integrity hitherto, IT ſhould 
not be able to excuſe him from the Charge 
of Wilfull Prevarication. Not that J at all 
ſuſpect him as really diſhoneſt, or one that 
allows himſelf in any wilful Deceit or Im- 


poſition in other Matters, or in the ordina- 


ry Affairs of Life or of Learning; but bo- 
cauſe where he thinks Orthodoxy ſo much 
concern d, he ſeems not equally able to pre 
ſerve an unbyaſs d Degree of perfect Integri- 
ty. However, unleſs the Dr. can clear him- 
ſelf from this Suſpicion of Inſincerity, I de- 
glare I will have no more to ſay to, or da 
with him about theſe Matters; as one that 
am very willing to overlook humane Infir. 
mities, but do ever rigorouſly expect undiſ- 
guiſed Truth, and downright Sincerity, _ 
And that this Suſpicion may be firſt clear- 
ed by the Pr. I ſhall begin with a few of 
thoſe Examples which I. own de ſhock me 
in this Caſe; and to which 1 muſt inſiſt on a 
clear and direct Anſwer. 
In the firſt Place then I. deſire him to 
deal plainly with me and the World, and to 
declare (I.) Whether he fully remembers, 
that in his Anſwerto.Dr. Payne, he ſaid, that 
Tere vas in three Centpties no Example of 
nvocation to the Holy Ghpſt, as to pb- 
lick Prayers only, as he now pretends.  (2.) 
- Whether he then gave the lgaſt hint tins be. 
5 ? pro: ecke - Hes | N 1 new 


5 


knew he then was Invocated in private 
Prayers. And (3.) Whether he well re- 
members ſuch a Rewe to St. Befil as he 


now affirms; becauſe T do verily believe 
none of theſe things were fo. Nor indeed 


do I well underſtand his dark way of ſpeak- 
ing towards the Concluſion'ot his 66th Page, 


it it be not a hint of his Opinion ſtill, that 


the private Prayers were in this Matter the 


ſame with the Publick, and fo contained no 


more Inſtances of dire& Invocation to the 
Holy Ghoſt than they; however he dees 
| Wer endeavour to make the incauti- 


ous Reader believe the contrary. 
In the Second Place I defire to know, 
whether he does really believe what he ſays, 


p. 74. J ſhould never have done, ſays he, 
were J to gatherall the Proofs that demonſtrate | 


that the Chriſtians of the Three Firſt Centu- 


ries conſtantly directed the ſame Prayers to the 
Holy Ghoſt, and glorified him, 4 ether with 
the Father and the Son. As to the glorify- 
ing him, or uſing his Moody in Doxolo- ' 


gies,but in a Form diyerſe from thoſe to the 
Father and the Son, we do not ſo much dif- 
fer; but as to the conflant Direction of the 
fame Prayers to him, this is ſo· diametrically 


_ contrary to what the Dr. told Dr. Payne in 
my hearing, that I can hardly believe him 
when he tells we He can ſo eafily demonſtrate 


it, and ſo by Conſequence muſt be ſuppo- 5 


| ſed firmly to believe it; eſpecially ſince tis 


0 bee __T ang known to be fo a 
9 of 


De Ns's'i 
1 Chriſti, Pe 
46 


all the Learned in theſe Matters. And till 
the Dr. gives me one certain Example of this 
Invocation, from ſome Author that is 
known to be genuine, I ſhall not value all 
his Amuſements under this Article. 
In the Third Place, as to that groſs Mi- 
fake of 280 Days from the Conception to 
the Birth of our Savidur, or between Oct. 10o. 
and April 11, or 12. the Dr. now ſays, 
p. 87. No ſure; but if Mr. W. had had a lit- 
tle more Equity, he ought not to have accus d 
me of allliſtate, which he ought to have imputed 
to my Printer's Omiſſion of ſome Lines in the 
Copy. If there be any Sincerity in this An. 
ſwer the Printer certainly omitted ſome 
Lines in the Dr's Copy. Yet is it molt e- 
vident, that no ſuch Lines were, or could 
be omitted by the Printer; ſince the whole 
Series of the Reaſoning requires it to be as 
tis printed; and there is not the leaſt room 
for Suſpicion, that it could be otherwiſe. 
Hear the intire Period, and then judge: 
Hac igitur poſſet eſſe demonſtratio, que fi non 
diem, at ſaltem menſem quo Chriſtus natus eſt 
fart. Si hebdemas quam init Ordo Abiæ A. 
Per Jul. 4550 incepit die 10 Fanuarii, tum. 
ſeguitur illum A. P. Jul. 4708 iniiſſe munus 
aum die 30 Martii, & finem feciſſe miniſte- 


ii ſui 5 Aprilit; atque adeo conceptionem 

Joaunis Baptiſta. contigiſſe circa 7 aut 8 Apri- 

lis A. Per. Jul. 4708. Chriſtem vero, qui 
| paſt Foannem conceptum ſex menſibus conceptus 
uit, conceptum fuiſſe, A. P. Jul. 4708. cir- 


ca 


— LAS 


ca diem 10 Octobris; 4 & natum circa diem 11 
aut 12 Aprilis, A. P. 4709. computando nimi- 


omitted by the Printer in this Caſe, and 
would clear him from the groſs Error there- 


cuſe, he refers me immediately to p. 52, 
where he had, he ſays, ſhew'd that ſome 


(tho he now owns they were miſtaken.; 
and that it ought to be Sivan;) Hear thoſe = 
Words alſo: Igitur ile [Lucas] quidem in- 
directe & ſecundariò ſupponit Jobannem 1. 
anni menſe, ſcilicet Niſan, fuiſſe conceptum; 


ther he was not once very near: the Arian 
Notions himſelf, as common Mme affirms; 


55 


rit. I beg that the Dr. will pleaſe to ſet 
down any Sentence which was or could be 


in committed. And ſince, as an Intimation 
of ſome ſuch Omiſſion, and by way of Ex- 


aſerih d his Conception to the Month Flow, 


ſed expreſſe Chriſtum fuiſſe menſe Eloul cunrep- 


tum; atque adeo menſe Niſan fuiſſe Natum. 
Which Words are ſo far from helping out 


the Dr.'s Excuſe, that they expreſly over- 
Turn it ; and ſhew, that there has been no : ; 5 | 
ſuch Omiſſion at all by the Printer as he here 


intimates. 


One thing more I deſire of the Dri under 


this Head of Sincerity, viz. that he will 
pleaſe farther to let the World know: whe: 


ſince his perfect Silence as to that Suſpidion, 


which I broadly hinted before, confirms R 


. 01 „ Lonfirms Reply 5.4. 
me in it. And I think it may} not be im 
proper to give him this mare: clireste Occu⸗ 
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ſion of clearing that Matter. For tho' he 
may have altcred his Opinion'in this, as 
well as he has certainly done 1t very often 


in other Cafes, yet tis fit, if it were really 
| fo, that the Worid ſhould be acquainted, that 


Had. N. ic * 
Sec. IV. c. 3. 
Sec. I. 4. 


our preſent Zealous Defender of Orthodoxy, 


the Learned Dr. Alix, as well as he that 
ſome time ſince wrote ſo {trenuouſly for it, 
the Right Reverend Biſhop Bul, were both 
once either entirely or very nearly of the o- 


ther Perſwaſion; I mean of that which in 
all the latter Ages has been ſtiled the Arian 


ments and Anſwers. He firſt - affirms, for 


P.67.--76. 


tions in particular St. Polycarp, Four Mar- 
tyrs under Decius, St. Epipodius, St. Sympho- 


leſs the Primitive Chriſtians pray d to the Ho- 


or praiſed God the Holy Ghoſt. I 
fee thels 


But to leave this Buſineſs of Dr. Alls 
Sincerity ; which yet there will be farther | 
( 


occaſion to call in Queſtion by the way 


hereafter; I ſhall now come to his Argu- 
the Edification of the Church, that doubt- 


ly Ghoſt, as well as to the Son; and to prove 
this poſitive Aſſertion he brings Examples 
out of the Ads of the Martyrs; thoſe J ſup- 
poſe which Ruinart lately publiſhed; and 
would have to be genuine. The Dr. men- 


riauus, the Martyrs of Seillita, Perpetua & 
Felicitas, Theodotus of Ancyra, St. Procopius, 
St. Vincent, St. 1 St. Afra, and St. 
Ferreolus ; As if all theſe Prayed to, 


P a. anal ad . 


— 


Eee 


lix's 


notable Paſſages in Doctor. Ak 


tixs Anſwer, otherwiſe T ſhould hatdly : 
have believed it poſſible that ſueh pbor 


fo be really _—_ the Cauſe h 
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Authorities ſhould be alledg'd by him. For 
(I.) None of theſe Examples are to his 


Purpoſe ; but St. Epipodzus, St. Vincent, and 


St. Euplius; and perhaps remotely, St. Sym- 
phorianus, and St. Afra: the reſt are generally 


againſt him. (2.) We have here no Exam- 


ples out of Scripture, or ſuch Antiquity as 
the Learned own for genuine, but only out 


of ſpurious, interpolated, or moſt ſuſpected 
Writings. (3-) Theſe Examples are entirely 
different from all the certain Monuments of 


thoſe Ages whereto they pretend-to belong. 
(a.) By ſuch their entire difference, and 
that in this very Mater before us, ſeveral 
of them appear not to be genuine and uncor- 


-rupt ; but have the proper Marks of Forge- 


ry or Interpolation upon them. (5.) Ex- 
cepting the Acts of Polycarp in Greek, and 
particularly in Euſebius, and perhaps the 


Latin ones of Perpetua & Felicitas, there 
ſeem to be none ſincere till near or in the 
fourth Century it ſelf. Even thoſe of Ignati- 


, Which many of the Learned of late have 
been willing to receive as genuine, are moſt Diſſert. 


certainly ſpurious ; as I ſhall demonſtrate , , 


nat. Epi f 


on a proper Occaſion. So that ſuch Exam- Schl. in 


ples as theſe, out of fach very much © 
ſuſpected Records, contrary to all that 


oecur in certain Authors, do rather 
demonſtrate, that the Dr. could ſhew no 
certain Examples of this Invocatien; and 
E ha * | 
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dertaken. (6.) Why does the Dr. quote this 
faulty, fooliſh, and corrupt Paraphraſe of Poly- 
carp's Acts, as Dr. Smith juſtly calls it, inſtead 
of the genuine Acts themſelves, which are 


ſo common among us? Unleſs it be becauſe 
the genuine ones, in the true Reading, are 


againſt the Dr. while the other ſeemed a lit. 
tle to favour-him. If this was the real Rea- 
| ſon, I think-it another great Inſtance of the 
Dr's Inſincerity in theſe Matters; for which 


he ought to make ſome Apology, or Ac- 
knowledgment to theWorld upon this Occa- 


ſion. As to Clemens Alexandrinus's kind of Do- 


xology, with the Holy Ghoſt, it may be genu- 


ine; ſince we know from Bafi/ that in his 
very Days, tho not earlier, ſome private 
Chriſtians began to venture upon ſuch a 
Form; tho' the Church never came into it” |. 


till the Days of Athanaſius; as I ſhall ſhew 


upon a proper Occaſion, But, Good Rea- 


der, note here by the way a piece of In- 


ſincerity many are guilty of as to this Au- 


thor : viz. That they chiefly quote Clewens's 


Juvenile Works, written in the way of Ora- 


tory, and with leſs Judgment, before he 
was fully inſtructed by his famous Maſter 


Pantænus; without telling the World, that 
his nobler and later Works the Stromata or 


 Miſcelanies, and eſpecially his nobleſt and 
hteſt Work, the vrorunrwous, or Inſtitutions 


were of another Strain, and own our Savi- 
our expreſly to be a Creature.; as the Learn- 
ed very well know. But then, how the 
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Dr. can, with a good Conſcience, cite Ori- 
gen, and his truly Primitive Doxology, ies 

the Holy Ghoſt, for the modern Practice of P. 7" 
Invocation to him, is really amazing: When 

tis ſo undoubted a thing that he did not al- 
low of any Prayer, in a proper and ſolemn 
S Senſe, even to the Son, but only to the Fa- 


: ther. And I cannot but here beg thy At- 
* tention, Honeſt Chriſtian Reader, while I 
Ii fet down two plain Paſſages out of this O- 
4 rigen hereto relating ; that thou mayeſt not 
> | be impoſed upon in theſe Matters. The 
i Greek will appear elſewhere, ſo I ſhall con- 


bs: | my ſelf with the Engliſh in this place. 


e * We ought, ſays Origen againſt Celſus, to 53, Fe 
. offer all Supplication, Prayer, Interceſſion, p. 386. 

it- | and Thankſgiving to the Supreme God, by 

W * that High Prieſt who is Superior to all 

* * the Angels, who is the Living Word, and. 

1 God. We may alſo offer Supplication, 

1 Interceſſion, Thankſgiving, and Prayer 

1 to the Word himſelf; if we can rightly 

ra- * underſtand what is meant by Prayer in a 
he | © proper, and what in an abuſive Acceptati- | 
ter on. But if, ſays the ſame Origen in his Book % 
AY of Prayer, we underſtand what Prayer is, 1 
aff Care mult be taken that no derivative Be- 

and | ing be the Object of Prayer; no not Chriſt | 

995 ; himſelf ; but only the God and Father of 


the Univerſe, to whom alſo our Saviour 

an- himſelf prayed, as we have before ex- 

* pounded ; and as he teaches us to pray. 
For when he heard one ſay, Teach us to 

"OR 8 a 


L 10 J 


he Pray, he does not teach us pray to him 


g ſelf, 'but to his Father, ſaying, Oar Father 


IR which art in Heaven, and the reſt that fol- 
lows. For if, as we have elſewhere de- 


Eſſence from the Father, and ſubject to 
him, we muſt either pray to the Son, and 
not to the Father; or to both; or to the 
Father alone. Now to pray to the Son, 
and not to the Father, every one will own 
tobe moſt abſurd; nay Iwill venture to ſay 


poſed that we muſt pray to both, and that 
accordingly we may oſſer our Petitions 


Do ye beſtow Benefits, and Ds ye grant, and 


PS AA GS „ aA 000400 a.S 


thence appear to be unlike Chriſtian Ad- 
dreſſes. Nor can any one ſhew ſuch Lan- 

© guage in the Scripture, as ſpoken by any. 

© We muſt ſay therefore, that Prayer is to 
© be made to God alone, the Father of the 
© Univerſe. He. And theſe Paſſages are the 


more remarkable in Origen, becauſe Biſhop 
Bull, the moſt famous Defender of the Ni- 
Fid. Nic. cene Faith, owns him exadly Orthodox in 


Sect. II. c. this Doctrine of the Trinity. 


ting down the Concluſion of thoſe Apoſto- 


P. 75. lical Conſtitutions which contain my very 
= Doctrine, and are my principal Warrant in 
- fuch Matters; cipecially, ſince he had freely 


own'd 


in the plural Number, Do ye afford, and 


monſtrated, the Son be different as to his 


it will be without Effect. But if it be ſup- 


Do he ſave, and if there be any parallel 
Forms to be us d in Prayers, theſe do 


Ye —_ But then, what Dr. Alix means by ſet- 
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Author of theſe Conſtitutlons was an Arian, I do 


by no means underſtand. But what follows I 


own I can underſtand,by the help of the fore. 


going Paſſage ; tho at firſt I was ſtrangely 
ſurpriz'd at it. I do not, ſays he, quote the Author P. 77. 


of the Conſtitutions becauſe I believe him an 


Author of the Chriſtian Church; but becauſe he 
thought he ought to follow the Doxology that 
was us d by Chriſtians. So. that it ſeems 4- 
thanaſius has taught him that an Arian Au- 
thor is not an Author of the Chriſtian 
Church. I am not, it ſeems, a Chriſtian, 


 own'd in his Remarks, that certainly it muſt P. 18.19. 
be confeſs'd, as an unqueſtionable Truth, that the 


in his Opinion, Nor was Dr. Alix himſelf, 


if he ever were an Arian, as I ſuſpect he 
once was, for ſome part of his Liſe a Chri- 
ſtian neither: Bat rather an Heathen Man, or 
4 Publieens ©: 5 i 
After this Dr. Alix comes ta the firſt 
Verſe of : Ezekie/; and by taking it for 
granted, that I am miſtaken, and that the 
Words are in their right place already, he ve- 

ry notably proves that I am miſtaken ;_ 

Which indeed is not to be denied. But fure 
'the Dr. is not in earneſt when he concludes 


P. 76,07 


thus againſt me. If he be, I own he is 
paſt any Conviction that I can offer him, 


If the Doctor will but prove that the 3oth 


Year here mentioned is that of Exeliels own 


Age, inſtead of affirming it, I will yield him 
the Point. But ſince Ezetiel ever makes 


his Dates from . Jehojachin's Captivity, and 
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neither he nor any other Prophet, that 1 
remember, date one Viſion from any Years 
of their own Age, all that the Dr. ſays up- 
on this Subject ſeems to me perfectly vain 
and groundleſs. VVV 

LP. 83,84, The Dr. is now ſenſible, that he made a 
25 roſs miſtake when he put the 595th Year 
before Chriſt, inſtead of the 599th for the 
Year of Fehozachin's Captivity ; and when 
he thereupon» affirmed the Event anticipa- 
ted the Prediction in my Hypetheſis four 
Years. This is doing me ſome Juſtice. But 
he ſoon ſpoils it by changing the Scene a- 
gain, and ſuppoſing the 597th to be now 
the Year ; that ſo I may be ſure to be con- 
q demned. Nay, that I may not efcape, he 
| | ſuppoſes, contrary to all Evidence, and his 

former Accounts, that ſtill the Event in my 
own Hypotheſis will be a Year or two be- 
fore the Prediction notwithſtanding. But to 
put the Chronological Reader our of this 
Ctronol. ſtrange Amuſement, I refer him to my own 
of the old Book and Tables, agreeing to Prolemies Ca- 
Ten. non, for my Juſtification ; only hinting to 
35+3% him that I take Fehozachin's Captivity to 
have happened about the end of the third 
Jewiſh Month; and ſo leave all to his cool 
P. 87, 38. Thoughts and Deliberation. As to the Dr.'s 
groſs miſtake about the time of geſtation in 
Women with Child, and particularly the 
Virgin Mary, he partly owns it, partly ex- 
cuſes it, and partly denies it. So that 1 
know not what to ſay to him, more than 


What 


. : * 2 — - 
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9 
What I have already ſaid. Only T muſt de- 
Clare, that I follow better Judges than the Dr. 
when I believe 9 Months, 40 Weeks, or 280 
Days, the uſual time of geſtation: whereas he 
can chuſe 7, 8, 9, or to Months; can make 
the Birth of our Saviour to have been aſter 5 - 
dae of 280 Days, and of the Baptiſt al- 
r 9 Months of 280 Days alſo; can fappoſe 
_— of Months after Conception, to be 
the numbers of Months of the Jewiſb Tear, 
againſt the ſtrongeſt Evidence, according as 
his preſent Exigency ſhall require; In ſhort, 
he can evade all Sorts of Arguments and Te- 
ſtimonies whatſoever that are againſt him. 
I bhe next Error that he ſays I take notice P. 38, 9 
ok in publick, is that of his counting one 
entire Vear falſe in his Scheme of the Sab- 
batical Vears. Now in truth I never did 
take any publick notice of this Miſtake in 
particular, as groſs as it is. Yet ſince he 
owns it, we will paſs on, and forgive it 
him, together with the reſt ; but this upon 
* Condition, that he take better Care in 
Points of Chronology hereafter. | 
of What the Dr. fays about Dr. Grade ne 89,90, | 
q | Daillee, as to the Conſtitutions, is very in- 9” 
F _ conſiderable. Only I muſt obſerve that for 
; want of putting 870 for 5 sro, in one Paſſag E 
the Learned have ſuppoſed that the Empire 
was become Chriſtian when the Conſtituti- 
ons were Written, contrary to their whole 
Current, and that of this very Chapter in 
Were This ur es the Inaccuracy s 
: wic 
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which theſe Conſtitutions have been hither- 
to treated by the Criticks ; that ſo groſs and 


obvious an Error of the Pen ſhould conti- 
nue ſtill uncorrected by the Learned to this 


P. 97, 92, 
93. 


P. 92 7 93. 


Day. 


The Dr. then ſays ſeveral poor things a- 
bout Arius, Euſebius, Athanaſius, and Dio- 
nyſius Alexandrinus: And frankly owns, that 
he quoted Euſebius falſely; and falſely 


charged upon me one of Mr. Mede's Inter- 


pretations upon the Apocalypſe: I forgive all 
theſe Errors; but muſt Ask however, Why 


ſo many inſtances of intolerable Careleſneſs 
and Inaccatacy all the way? Does the Dr. 
never read over, nor let any body elſe read 


over what he haſtily writes, before it goes 


Cheats 


to Preſs ? If I ſhould write fo, I know what 
ill quarter I ſhould meet with from the 
World. Nor do I fee that the Dr.'s much 
greater Age, and much greater Learning are 
any Privileges ſor him herein. 
lieve that the pretended Letter of Dionyſius, 
of Alexandria is a Forgery; that Athanaſius 5 
had a conſiderable ſtock of Aſſurance; that 
he was in peculiar Circumſtances to put uch | 
upon the Church; 
Numbers of the like Forgeries have obtain- 
ed in and fince his Days, to the 
triment of Truth and genuine Chriſtianity. 
Nor am I the firſt or only Perſon that have 
made ſuch Diſcoveries. But of all things, 
What does the Dr. mean when he ſpeaks of 
ink Rain 4 Fire and Blood | in the twelfth 

W 5 


and that vaſt 


amn 


J ſtill be- 


great de- 


„ 


66 46 


s 


Chapter of the Revektion, as likely in my 


Opinion to denote Hereſets ; When "theres is p 


not one Syllable of any Rain of Fire r 


Blood in that whole Chapter. This is really 
ſomewhat extraordinary. 


But now we come tô the only thing that 


Was at all conſiderable in his (Remarks; P. 94. 


which yet was taken out of Paillee; why 
in the Diſpute of the Third Century about 


the Re- baptization of Hereticks, the Con- 


ſtitutions, which are ſuppos d to determine 


that Point in the Affirmative, were not ap- 


pealed to, and did not put an end to that 


Controberſie. What the Dr. ſays here by 
way of Anſwer to what I then hinted, is 
_ utterly groundleſs and inconſiderabie. How] . 
ever, ſeeing this is the beſt Objection in all 


Daillee, or in any Author againſt the ſame 
Conſtitutions, I ſhall ſay ſomewhat more 
to it than I did before; reſerving ſtill the 
full clearing ofthe whole Matter to my large 
Eſſay on thoſe Conſtitutions. (1.) There 
re J conſtantly affirm, that the Conſtitu- 
tions, like the Baptiſmal Creed, were not 
directly quoted, as known publiek Books, 
in that Age; tho they in general, as welt 
as the Baptiſmal Cited therein contained 


in particular, were! effeernied the! Moſt Sa! 


cred xa, of! the Church:-!! 291. ob 
ſerve that the 2 do erer dis 
rectly determine” that Queſtion; hut on - 3 
afford Foundation hence ere Faiplyp1þ 


dotutnmined £ Janenvas — 4 


1 D ariien 


en 


ariſen in the Church. 1 5 my ahibive 


that they were appeal'd to by Firmilian and 


a Cyprian in that manner they then uſually 


were appeal'd to; I mean under the Noti- 


on of Apoſtolical 7 raditions, of which theſe 
_ Conſtitutions were the only Sacred Repoſi- 
tory owned in that Age. (4.) Dionyſius of 
Alexandria, a Biſhop u ho had a Copy of 


the Conſtitutions, was on that Side of the 


Queſtion with them; and elſew here ex- 
preſly reſers to tlie ſame Conſtitutions alſo. 


(5.) The Church of Rome, which had a 
Copy of the Conſtitutions, and yet pleaded 
contrary Tradition as really Apoſtolical, had 
long before claimed an Authority, upon the- 
Alteration of Circumſtances, to alter the 


_ Contlitutions'; nay in length of time came 
to look on her own latter Laws as really 
Authentick, if not as Apoſtolical; as is 


moſt evident in the Apoſtolical Rule and 
Practice for Eaſter; which ſhe had laid a- 


ſide ſoon aſter the beginning of the Second 


Century it ſelf; and would not let St. Poly- 
carp's own perſu aſion prevail for the reſto- 


ring what to his certain Knowledge was 
really Apoſtolical in that Matter. Nay, in 
the Days of Euſebiut, the later Rule or Tra- 
dition was by ſome-look'd- upon as really 
Apoſtolical allet (6.) If the Church bad 
gs to the Conllituttons, this wouldnot 
ave quite ended the Controverſy, ſince the 


Hereſies of the: firſt Age, to which the Con- 


ſtitutions baloaged,: weneonol 2 rüde dife. 


£1211\G Gi rent 


rent from ſome of thoſe of the third; and 


ſo it was yery hard univerſally to apply the 


ſame Rule tocthem C7.) Nay: afterall, if 
this: Objection Were never ſo valid; it would 


ſcarcely in ſtrictneſs affect any more than 
part of one Chapter in the whole Book. Like L. VI 
as the proving 1 John V. 7. to be ſpurious, 
will not affect the reſt of the Neu. Teſta.. 
ment, nor indeed of that Epiſtle. So that 


thoſe who from this Objection aim to over- 


turn the Body of the Conſſitutions, may al-. 
moſt as well think to overthrow the Autho- 


rity of the whole New-Teſtament, at leaſt of 


the firſt Epiſtle of St. John, by overthrowing 
the Credit of that one Verſe, which in latter 
Ages has been by many ſuppoſed a part of it. 
Tho indeed this Objection only ſhews, that 
the Church of Rome ſo early began to be 


Antichriſtian, and to ſet aſide the Conſti- 


tutions and Laws of Chriſt by his Apoſtles, 
ſor her own Traditions and Rules; and not 
at all that thoſe Conſtitutions and Laws 
were not really derived from Chriſt by his 
Apoſtles. Nay, I heartily wiſh, that even 
the Proteſtant Churches did not afford us 
alſo too plain an Anſwer to this Objetion, 
by at once owning the Scripture as their 


Rule of Faith and Practice, and yet on one 


pretence or other breaking many of the 


Laws therein contained, and that openly, 


from one Generation to another. But to 


return. 
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| F:9+ As to #b;athar, we have both refer d the 
NRNReaqer to our former Books; ànd ſo I need 
| not add any thing farther about it in this 
1 Place. However, I cannot but note that the 
| Dr. pretends that Sauctius has well reconcil'd 
At xIII. Saus two Years Reign, with the · expreſs 
| Jok y cc Affirmation of St. Paul, confirmed by Joſe- 


I. VL in bus, that he reigneil no leſs than forty 


a 


Lale. Years: Which yet any Child of Ten Years 


of Age would determine to be perfectly ir- 
reconcilabſe: as it moſt certainly is, accord: 
ing to the common Reaſon of Mankind. 
» „ Doctor concludes his part with an 
*99 ® Evaſion about our Savidurs Self. Pxiftence'; 
and hopes to excuſe himſelf by a Scholaſtick 
Diſtinction from an Aﬀertion which all the 
ſober part of the Orthodox look on as He- 
retical; if not as Blaſphemous. When, ſays 
che, we conſider; that the Father has com- 
5 municated his Nature to the Son, in that 
reſpect the Son cant be dure But 
when we conſider the Son as having the 
+ ſame Nature, which is eternal, we may 
„ fay he is dure N. The Word is not 
aur he When we ſpeak of him in reſpect 
of his Emanation: But when we conſider 
him only with reſpect to his Nature, he is 
L aurche , as well as the Father, becauſe 
his Eſſence is Self-exiſting. If Paul, Cle- 
ment, Enatius, or Polycarp would have un- 
derſtood this Language, I am much miſtaken. 
However, till the Dr. can ſhew me this Do- 
x 2 ctrine, Or Language, Or Diſtinction * 
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> which the Council of Nice thought fit af. bn 


that this Friend of the Doctor is the Dr. 
-hirnſelf, and that he has no Friend beſides 
that will write ſo raſhly in the World. For 
all the Learned know this is utterly and no- 
toriouſly falſe. Unleſs the Meaning only be, 
that ſome bold Men had been venturing 'to 


Seriptute, or firſt Fathers, all this is to no 


manner of Purpoſe: for tho it ſounds well, 
and ſeems to contain 4 fines Subtile Notion; 


yet till then, 1 and all the Impartial ſhall 
look upon it as having not the leaſt relation 


to Chriſtianity. Alete 
But now, in the ecxclaſipn,' I muoſt ad. P. 96-—- 


| dteſs By. ſelf to another unknown Perſon, 4 p. * 


gf 
Friend; and if IJ miſtake dot, à -very-inti- 225 


mate f riend of the Doctor; who has a mind 


to anſwer my fiſth Plain” Queſtion, Now 
that Queſtion was this; By whatnew Re. 
velation did thie Countil of Niee confectate 
* the Word s Ae, When it had been di- 


* rely rejected hy the CounciÞof Autibeb 


ſo long before? In anſu er to which we p., 
meet with this brisk Aſſertion, That the 
Word dus, even: in chat very Senſe in 


terward to adopt it, ſtands confirmed bythe 
Authority of the primitive Fathers before > 
* the Synodof Antioch. I believe and hope 1 


uſe it a little before that time, ſo much as 
to occaſion that Council to take notice df 
it and condemn it; which 1 have no inten. 


tion to deny; nor will it help the Authors 


en at al. But. of any other Primitiye = _ 


rr * 


; Th 28 


; ak; it on this: Account in the Church, as di- 
ſtinct from the old Hereticks, I am utterly 
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| down, as well as this bold Aſſertion rela- 
1 


F. 235 whom he afterwards, qgotes for this; when: he 
N had forced hiqſelf to ſign that vnealy Word, 


and tried his utmoſt to juſtify what he had 


Z done, he could only: ſay that ſome of the Au- 
||  7ients had-uſed;it before; tho without tel 
bo ling, us, whe.any,one ofthoſeAncients were: 
And chis was between 6 and 70: Years af. 
ter that Council.” 


F. 97.6. 


41 | bout 7heognoſtiu produced by py hes this 
{| Hit. ref Author knows 1 very much doubt theſe Re- 
1345. 

g n 


be ezcus'd from any other Anſwer: to them. 
= The Athanafians muſt believe their Maſter. ; 
F but for others they ſee too much Reaſon for 


that he ſays for himſelt, and his own Opi- 
nions. So I pals theſe Matters over; and 


p. ez, come to this Author's Account, Why the 


6. Council of Autioch ſnould reject thes dug, 
when the Council of Nice received it? Now 
0 N here 


4 Stranger; and ſo. do I believe is this Au- 
thor altog. otherwiſe: we ſhould have had the 
Teſtimonies of thoſe primitive Fathers ſet 


ting to them. For as, to the great Euſebius, 


Sgitbat hb this Wealk Te- 
ſtimony need go no higher than is already 
maeention'd; and will by no means juſtify the 
raſh Afertion-of this Author befere us. AS 
| to the long Story of Dionyftus, Alexandrinus, 
and his pretended Letter, with a Paſſage a- 


cords are not genuine and uncgrrupt: and have 
given my Reaſons why I do ſo. So I muſt 


Suſpicion as to his Integrity, to believe all 


P ” "7. * & La T_T * 4. 
* 9 " 164% tins n : 1 
7 1 . 
_ - r x 
* * ; . ds. 5 . . 8 * . 
9 by . * * 
4 : 11 


here my plain Obſervation” and Anſwer i is, 
that this whole Account, of which the Or- 
thodox are ſo fond, is only taken from 4- 
| thanaſius, and his Follower Baſil; without 
their ſo much as preteuling to have original Re- 
cords to juſtify it. So that in truth, 'tis no 


» || better than an At hanaſian Evaſion, unſup- 
r ported by any ſufficient Authority, but as 
= old as the Fourth Century it ſelf ; by which 


the honeſt and unthinking part of the 
Church have been ever ſince impos'd upon 
5 to this very Day. Nor indeed does it weigh 


s with me any farther But here is one thing A boy: 
Z ſtill that this Author aſſerts, which is inva- 

* | Huable, if it can beproved ;-v/z. That the 
I very ſame Council of Ane which deter- 
. lod the Son was not Conſubſtantial in one 
S Senſe, did alſo determine he was Conſallſtan- 
, tial in another. Here is a wonderful Diſ- 
8 covery indeed, and ſuch'as deſerves every 
1 thing the Ar hanaſſans can do for the Inven- 
— tor: For he not only aſſerts it, but pretends 
'© to prove it allo, from expreſs Paſſages | "A - 
t Arbanaſus and Bafil. Sure ſuch an Error 
0. or Cheat, call it which you pleaſe, has not 
3 oſten been attempted to be put on the Chri- 
bn ſtian Church before; When all the Learned 
Il | World: "owns that botti Athanafrus and! Bf! 
1 ſpeak in theſe Paſſages of the Conſubſtanti- 
d ality, as utterly rejected by the Council of 
e | Avtioch, but received by that of Nice.” 'F 
e, ſhall lay 'therefofe no more upon this *bcea* 


o ion but only beg of the It fd Ttoh2 
e * WN | lader 
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ſider what d deſperate, Sts a Man: 0 be 
driven to when he is forced to have recourſe 
to ſo inſiucere or moſt injudicious an Inter- 
pretation. Vet is there a particular Incon- 
ſiſtence in the Series ofthis Reaſoning,which, 
in its kind, is hardly inferior to the former. 
1 mean,, ch where this Author, in the be- 
ginning of the 107th Page affirms, that tis 
notorious, that Paulus Samoſatenus acknow- 
ledg'd our Saviour to be Conſubſtantial with 
che Father in the SabelianSenſe of the Word; 
which all know takes away the difference 
of Perſons; and yet at the end of the very 
ſame Page, and beginning of the next, he 
does alfa affirm, that the Senſe wherein this * 
Paulus pretended he was Conſubſtantial i in, 
was, that he was a diſtinct 8 or Subſtance 
from the Father; which is directly contrary 
to Truth, and to the former. Vet, to do the 
Author Juſtice, in the very next Sentence 
almoſt, he owns they did pronounce that he 
was not 5.4285uc; in the Sabellian Notion of 
the Word, as if he would correct the ſore- 
going Error. If all theſe Inconſiſtences be- 
ong to any body but Dr. Alix, L muſt ac- 
knowledge my ſelf to he very much miſtaken, 
Thus have a ſecond time, tho much a- 
gainſt my own, Inclination, been prevzilecd 
upon to reply to Dr. Allix about theſe Mat- 
ters. Vet do I declare, at the ſame time, 
that I ſhall not be eaſily prevailed on to write 
any more againſt him: I mean if he -ghes 
on. © A fuch Rene, * and fach Aun 


obj ? ſwers 
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ing . mining and 


Matters. While inſtead. of ſetting 
| ſelves abont Enquiry and ae, ahi 
an honeſt and unbiaGs'g.. Mind, and: with 
hearty; Prayer to God for his Illumination | 
they rather employ. all their Skill, Art, 150 
Power to hinder the Publication of my Bog, 
and the producing my Evidence; .ts 2 1 
preſent my Perſon and Peſigns; 1 190 . 
and elude the Piping We tq 9 00 ame aft 
= imbitter her 
vernment againſt me; #0. BE my being 


"TT 


1 pe as theſe ate. . being not only FEM 
1y diffatisfy'd. with his way of Management, 
but being, alſo, WI. fearful of ſowring 85 


.own Temper, and hu 


tions and Practice of Chriſtiaait Bi by cat. 


urting my genuine N 


ging in ſuch trifling and uneaſy. AN to 
little Purpoſe; And * venturing in che leaſt 


degree to Jraw Blood : in Madern Controverſy; 


while my Time m 1 5 ſo much better ſpent 
Primitive Books of our Religion; to 


my own, at lealt, if not to the publick Im. 
proyement and Edifieatioͤn. 


To, conclude. the uheſe. 'Tis wich no 
mall Regret that T fee ſome Men acting ſo 
ſtrange and unehriſtian a Part, as. to my 


ajelty. and 


heard, either b Bf Word, 5 by Writing; to 
Dye 1 oh f part of my Br. 
riſſe ür tom 125 Canygcatton, .: ithqut Ez 

minarign ; - #o þetray; the lame. Cong dlc 

into 4 Cenſure pen the 4 oftglical Con. 


Qizytions themſelves, and upon me for af- 
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cient; Sacred, an 
that I i remember, ill er 
in its References to, 
the Canonical Boots, does either directiy aſ- 
ſert, or moſt plainly imply that theſe are 
Je ſhewn i in my 

E upon them: 20 miſrepreſent my Friends , 

and Aſfiſtants, as Sociiays 3 at M1 


hard Uſas ne 


my Reſolution in ſo 850 
me. to; to 715 
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ſerting t their An. Authority, 1 the 
leaſt Enquiry about them. I ſay beſote 
the leg Enquiry about them, ſince A grand 


Weiſol alſignedd f. for ſuch a Cenſure, iz. that 
they are never reckoye 


ed as of that Authority by 
any General Council,” is fo contrary to the 


Truth of that Caſe; far there is hardly one 


General Council h tl bas quoted them as An- 

d, Acer Nor ane, 
late Ages, but 
and 1 e of 


really Canonical; as mall 


f'not 
Deiſts, or Atheiſts ; 70 raiſe.qr pread idle 
a grounded Stories about my private Af. 
fairs and Mapage ment ; to provoke me by 

ang! th the degiaf 9 of the common 
Mankind, and then 4% ake Ad- 
any unguarded (Expreſſion, g 


hts 
ae 


leſs complying e Which the Ve. 


hemence of my Temper, and Trane of 

. a Cauſe. betray 
t he work, Tama. ort 
4 chin 


1 
dicious 


rer 


0 me 
lets, , Mr are Pas bf! 
14 5 77 5 another without 4a N 
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ad whiferh truly Eeifueg wült tow thy 
they cannot, properly and thoroughly An. 
ſwer me; Cnay,' while the Convocation 


never peruſed the Papers they are'toatif\ver; 


f 6 . * f * $26 
25 wa 4 | | | 

Bt. $7 wt Nd JA | 
"muſt know that 


has almoſt publicity pielded and aſſert 


ec one of my principal Articles, I dieay, 
that the Son is SyBordHare to thi Fa- 


ther); 70 bear the World in Hand, that this 
ani? the other Perſon of Reputation is to 
write againſt me; and commonly ſuch aß 
either are known not to be capable; of hive 


and after all, 70 affright me with Legal Pe- 
nalties, and to deter me by the Fears of Ex-. 
communication and: Impriſonment. Thele 
ire the Methods of late made uſe of apainſt 
me by the Fſtendies of 4 Defgns ; T mul 
not fay by the Enemies of Truth aud Chriſti- 
anity among us. Thb* ſinc I am ſure I have 
no Deſigns but what are for the real Inte- 
reſt of botli thoſe moſt deſirable things; and 
am willing to take all proper Methods, and 
make uſe of all proper Helps for the Diſco- 
very of the ſame; no one, I am certain, can 
really be an Enemy to my Deſigns, but he 
muſt ſo far (tho' perhaps by miſtake and 
unwittingly) be at the ſame time an, Ene- 
my to Truth and Chriſtianity allo. But as 


for thoſe who think to affright me from my 
Duty, and to hinder the Publication of my 


Papers, by Worldly Motives and Terrors, I 
do humbly hope that, as through the Good - 


neſs of le Procedure has not in the 


leaſt aken my honeſt Reſolutions hitherto, 


| : , 7 7 & 


> | 


9 a Luk els, 
8 1 


- 
: 


Jo neither will it be able to ſhake them here- 
after. And for the Effect of any Legal Pro- 
ſecution as to my Peſgas, whatever it may 
 beas tomy Perſon and Famih, which get are 
botti under the Frotection of the good Pro- 
 vidence of God, Ido verily, believe my Argu- 
ments will not be weaker,nor their Force leſs 
- uponthe honeſt part of Mankind, tho I ſhould 


WE 


be obliged to date any or all of my Books 
hüereafter from a Place of Confiriement. Nay, 
perdaps this may not be diſagreeable to the 
Methods of Divine. Providence, that as no 
mall part of the Original Doctrines and 
Books of our holy Religion were firſt preach- 
ed and written in Bonds, or under perſecution, 
ſo this Attempt for the Revival of the ſame 
Chriſtianity muſt meet with the like Treat- 
ment before it be received by the Church: 
And if fo, may I ever be truly diſpoſed to 
ſay, The Wil of the Lord be done. 
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tl N by all National and 
Churches, and of their Defenders, - is, J 


POSTSCR1P") 


Jer at the g going 101 this to «7 pe”) 1. 107 
ceived the Learned Mr. Chiſhul's 1 
Sermon, „ The 1 4 an Engliſh 


Clergy. Men: Which has ; ſome 


or therein he has theſe Words, Two A Las 
are now given to the Church of England by 


© two very conſiderable Men. The one 


. The other a very Learned e Whey glo- 
< rying in the Character of Arian, has openly 
© renounced the Do&trine of the $4 Teint. 
© tf. If Mr. Cbiſbul had ſaid, thats. he other N 
having, as he fully beliey luck dilcovered «> the 
0 


a eee . 15 Ne 
plication 

* of the Boctrines concerning ml Father, the 

2 „ done and the Holy Ghoſt, and the calling 
* them One Doctrine 4, the Trinity, to be no o- 

; than the Atbanaſian Hereſy 7, he rejects he, | 
gab. hes 5 * — Original Simplicity ok 
had much better expreſs 4 


not to wird i. this A 


mi L 


diſputable things. or grant , Without. 2 
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ali So chat og Tos fowl before- 

hand that their own Doctrines, Articles, Creeds, 
and Rules are every one true and right, all Ar- 
tempts for ons; mani x they never ſo ho- 


neſt,ang,onGroygds n Ys Mo ſo juſt and neceſſary, 


are of cd of rejecte the Propoſer ſtigma- 


tiz d, and fought againſt as a common Enemy. 


Yet what harry, I pray, am I doing the Chriſti 
by begging lefve to Iay before hbr 
1200 or 1300 Texts of Scripture, and Teſtimo- 


| 5 of the earlieft-Writers' for her Confiderati- 


r by offering to her ſome Original Sacred 
1 of her own holy” Religion long ſince 


toft or. diſyfd ? Such indeed as will; when 
receiv'd and followed, put an end. to/alinoft all 
her Diſputes, and will make her a Praiſe in the 

Whole Fb. What imaginable Foundation is 
| there in this Caſe for any Church ox;Convoca; = 
tion to be 
that call bene Eri 0d ocherwiſe than 


angry with me? Nay, how can any 


conſider what Thave to offer, 'coolly and fairlh 


| Endeavour to ſeparite all the Miſtakes from jhe 


of it as, upon the 
true and 


reſt ; and receive ſo: mu 
moſt 1 rtial Enquiry, 


genuine; and after wt pleſs Gers any new 
Light, and ſet about all the neceſſary Amend- - 
ments immediately, This is the common Voice of 
Nature, Reaſon, and onſciende, in ſuch à Caſe; 5 | 


but is juite overbor by 'this latent Notion'o 


to my mind the Purport of one part of a Ser- 
mon I once heard at St. Paul's; Which when 


put out of that morè artful”. Turn the Preacher 
goed ity Bad methought, to this Effecckt. The 

ch of Rome is a very Wicked, Tyrannieal 
al Shu e She Will not IS Men bavet he Serip- 


tires for ſejrel'for Truth in TOON and ſo is 


. 


rr, d oo. 


; the' Churches a Lu This Reflection brings 


But eh : Church: of 


* 
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* . 18 an 5 excellent .unexcentionable 
'c f 


urch: Fhe gives vou Bibles, and the Pri- 
charges you to ſearch the Scriptures through- 


. 
o » 


© and expects at at your Hand to 
C ; | * . * 829 4% 0 * 

© upon truſt; nor by implicite Faith. Prowi- 
-. ded ſtill, that, for the Prevention of Errors 


and Hereſies, you obſerve all along, that her 
5 Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline are cër- 
4 mT moſt true, pure, and primitive; a 
that he 


* 


can neyer be a true Son af the Churc 
* who does not own it, after he has examined: 
Since he thereby will and muſt find that every 


_ * thing therein is moſt exactly according to'the _. 
* Appointment of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. And 
truly Mr. Chiſbu! ſeems to me in the preſent Ser- 
mon to be gf this Preachef's Mind, and in a 


filent way to ſuppoſe our Churches Tafallibility”: 


. Eſpecially he is not able to conceal this Opinis 


on, when he ſo commends that Statute of a cer- 


tain College in Oxford, which, it feems;: obli- 


ges its Members, under an. Oath, to repeat the 
Collect for Triniiy-Sunday, and ſo to pray for 


Perſeverance in the Athanafean Doctrine, every 


mitive Fathers, and. liberty to examine, nay - 


© ly; ala read the e very carefully; 
e nothing 


Morning and Evening of their-whodle Lives. 


When Fread ſuch àn amazing Paſſage, and com- 


pare it with the common Notions in my 6 n 


Mind, andthe Commands in. Sctlprare; as td 


the Obligation we are all under to ſearch for and 
follow Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and to reject 


whatſoever is contrary to them, by wuliat Men, 
or Church, or even An el ſoever it he taüglit; 
I cannot but be out of Meaſure ſurpriz d, at 
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wonder at the Power of Cuſtom andi long Sec. 


tlements over the Minds of Men. Since other- 
wiſe the very Thought of ſuch a thing Would 


ſhock an honeſt Enquirer ; as ic would a — = 
; by x ; 1 5 5 * | cvs | egin- 
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beginning to ſee the Errors of Popery, to be en⸗ 
gaged by Oath to uſea like Prayer for the Conti- 
nuance of his Belief of Purgatory and Tranſub- 


ſtantiation every Morning and Evening of his 


hole Life. But Mr. ChiſhuPs Setmon not en- 
wing into che Merits of my Cauſe in particular, 


does not require any more direct Conſideration. 


However, in requital for the Collect he menti- 


ons, I will venture to recommend two others to 
him, and to every good Chriſtian, as more 


proper for their daily Devotions: the one from 
the :Apoſtolical Conſtitutions; and the other 


— 


from our own Liturgy. a 


0 Sad, 6 awloxegimp, 5 aud oy xeird cu, Ts 


tro i ox'; dis. pot onus A, Mf iar Mb 
er, vir year, yonr A, ard d d- 


tei nay, ee , H,O4apeia ms dne d N 


New? ov. Y 5 en She, Ur doo d falt, tg rt alt- 


©; $P 1 — TIED 


Fr hs © 


©. Almighty Gad, tht Father of thy Chriſt, thine on- 


_ Truth ; throu 


Ty.' begotten Son ; Grant. to me a Body unde d, an 

Heart pure, a Mind.watchful ; with the ſure Know- 

ledge of thee, and the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy S pirit; 

that I may fully underſtand and be- eſtaoliſh'd in thy 
gh 


.  O Almighty'God, "who baſt buile thy Church upon 
the Faundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus 


Chriſt himſelf being the Head Corner-Stone ; Grant 


us ſo ta bejoined together in Unity of Spirit by their 
Do&rine, | that we may be made an Holy Temple, ac- 


ae uns thes, de, Foſs cli f a Lora, 
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thy Chriſt ; By whom Glory be (o 
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INC E I have, this fair Opportunit of 


0 what. to a nameleſs Pamphlet juſt Pub- 


He affirms ſoon after pag. 4. 

the beginning, that I Defyd the Convocation under 3} 

the invidious Com ee Dediaation. I am ſure 
ut a free and. . 
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Did. 67. 


He then is to pou me guilty of want of Mo- 
deſty, from my ering my Opinions with AC 
ſurance, upon a yery {mall Acquaintance with 
Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity. Now as to this, I gave 
the Reader only a Hiſtory of Facts, without the 
leaſt boaſting or aſſuming. And ſince it is true, 
that between Feb. 1705, and July the ſame Lear, 
I had ſearched the th Firſt Centuries; and 
written for. the main That Account of the Pri- 
mitive Faith, which I ſoon communicated to the 
Governors of the Church, and the Learned ; 
ſure it was not offenſive to fay ſo. And I hope 
it will not be an ananſwerable Argument againft 
the Evidence which I there produce, that I was 
fo diligent and ſucceſsful in my Enquiries about 
thoſe matters. Tho" indeed there is a peculiar 
Reaſon why I, or any other Man, that is not to 
make the Ancients ſpeak what we pleaſe, but” 

only to give a true Account what they really do 
fay, may quickly go through ſuch'a Work ; be- 
cauſe the firſt obvious Senſe of Words is to be 
then generally taken: Whereas thoſe who read 
them for the Confirmation or Confutation of 
particular Opinions and Schemes, as the Gene- 
_ rality do, muſt have along time, and uſe many 

Helps and contrivances in order to pervert them: 
which I take to be the true Reaſon that ſo much 
time is ufually thought neceſſary for the under- 


fſtanding thoſe Primitive Fathers in theſe mat- 
ters. Tertullian was an Heretick, and later than 


1 
1 
1 

3 
{ . 


the Authors I mainly infiſted on; and ſo he 
needed not be all fo exactly read and under- | 
tood, as was neceſſ⸗ ry in the earlier and truly 

Catholick Writers. Yet do I venture to ſay, 


that I read the proper Parts of him ſeveral times. 
in the ſame Interval; and I think well under- 
ſtood his Opinions, ſo far as they were to be un- 
_ derſtood, Tho indeed hole his Opinions 982 
8 — Pe 


_ 
E 
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— 


frequent y 
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to be of little Authority, 
A 


ported by all the Contemporar 
ooh This is own'd in all Erol Caſes but.that 
before us; where the want of better Authority 
makes the Orthodox willing to diſſemble his 0 
ther diſagreeable Notions, and to vouch him for 
a Man of great Confideration , tho? it be only 
ſome of thefe Matters. As to Ignati 
Epiſtles, tis obvious they are very ancient, and 
that on a very ſmall Peruſal; and I venture to 
fay, my laſt Enquiries as to them, the Reſult of 
which is not yet publiſ'd, will certainly ſhew 
that I was not then miſtaken. This is a'very | 
pleaſant way of anſwering Arguments, to pre- 
tend they were too ſuddenl 
readily diſcover'd. If this | 
that theſe Epiſtles are late and ſpurious, I ſhall 


* 


and unflip- 
tholick 72 


Pag. 6. | \ 


found, and too 
uthor can p 


not quarrel about the time, in how 1 


long or ho-] M 

ſmort a Space that Proof is made. And there is 
room for his Diligence here, becauſe my ſmall 
imperfect Eſſay upon them ſtill remains unan- 
ſwer' d. Some of the Learned have indeed been 
examining into that matter; but their La- 
bours have been with too little ſucceſs to be 
thought worthy of the Publick hitherto. Dr. | 
Grabe has, J believe, one MS. in his Hand, which 
a Learned Foreigner, its Author, did me tage 
Favour to ſhew me; and He is hereby invited, if 
he thinks good, as I am told he has leave, to pub- 
lifh it to the World for my Confutation. in that 
matter. But when this Author affirms that I fay, Ibid. 
* My Evidence for the Sacred Authority of the 

| © Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, on a little Enquiry, 
became moſt unqueſtionable, He groſſy impoſes 
on his Reader. That Paſſage belongs plainly 
to my laſt additional Evidence, by the diſcovery 
of the Apoſtles own Teſtimony at Oxford, in t 
Preface to their Aid, aft 


Thad fully farisfied 


A. eli 


my ſelf long be fore about them; · and not to my 
uſing in general little Enquiry in that matter. 
And I aſſure this Author, that I have not made 
little, but very great and careful Enquiry about 


that Book, and its Authority; as he will ſee when 


my Papers are publiſh'd ;; to the utter Silencing 


of all thoſe vain Surmiſes and Reproaches which 
ſuch as he, venture, without examination, to caſt 


out concerning what I ſtill eſteem the moſt Sacred 


of the Canonical Books of the New Teſtament. If he 


has any real Arguments, that are not commonly 


known, to prove either that, or the Atty, not 
to be genuine, let him produce them ; Other- 


wiſe let him not think ſuch random Cenſures, 


and unskilful Reflections on me about them, will 


coverturn thoſe ſtrong and convincing Argu- 
ments J have for them. | ; 


pag. 7. 


7 


This Author aims alſo at a Reflection or tws 


at my New Theory : But ſeems never to have ſeen 
the Second Edition of it, nor indeed to have 


any farther knowledge of the Work it ſelf, than 


what is ſufficient for his preſent Purpoſe; Tmean 


to expoſe and ridicule it as he goes along. Thoſe. 
who art really Maſters of that Book, will not 


P. 8, Ge. | 


heed ſuch Trifles: and for the reſt, they are not 
capable of receiving farther ſatisfaction. 
Alfter this our Author exceeding'y Flouriſhes 


| on behalf of the Council of Nice, and wonders 


T do not take it into my Primitive Antiquity. 
Now I thought this had not been my ſingular 


Caſe, but that Biſhop Bl, Dr, Grabe. Mr. Dod- 
well, &c, had been of the very ſame Mind, that 
the Artenicere Fathers only are the beſt Guides, 


next the Sacred Writings. And indeed I take 
the Reaſon to be very plain, that they are here 
to be alone valued; becauſe our grand Queſtion 
is, Whether the Councils, even the General 


Councils of the Church, when they came to 


meddle 


— (m tm www 6 tn K ̃ ⅛ i . k ooo To 
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ii 
maddle with, and model the Chriftian Faith and 
Practice, did keep exactly to the Ancient Chri- 


ſtian Faith and Practice, or not? However, 
This Author ought not to enlarge ſo much on 


the vaſt Opportunities and Authority of the 
Council of Nice in particular, as even ſufficient 
to ſet aſide the ancienter Teſtimonies of ſingle 
Writers, when he cannot but know that the 


much ancienter Council of Antioch; and the 


three very little later Councils of Tyre, Feruſu- 


lem. and Conſtantinople ; the Second of which laſt = 
three was more numerous than that of Nice, and 
but 10 Years after it; nay, all three in the ſame 


Reign of Conſtantine alſo, were directly againſt 


its Determinarions in theſe Matters. Sure theſe 


four Councils for the Ariant will be able to bal- 


lance the ſingle Authority of the major part of 
one: eſpecially when the Partiality, the Heats, 
and Haſt were therein ſo notorious ; and when, 
if Monfaucon ſays true, that doubtful Creed it 
eſtabliſh'd, was done with ſo little Deliberation, 
that it was ſign'd the very ſame Day that the 
Council met; as the Reader may obſerve in 
that Learned Author's Life of Athanaſius. Which 


is a Circumſtance highly worthy the ho- 


neſt Enquirer's Reflection upon this Occa- 


ſton 


Then our Author proceeds to prove, that I am P. 12, 
one of the Heretical Arians, or the Followers of 
Arias himſelf; nay, that I am an Eunomian, or 
moſt complegt Arian. Pray, Sir, what is all 
this to the Purpoſe? Do nor I own my ſelf a 
Chriſtian, even in thoſe very Points that have 
been long call'd the Arian, or the Eunomian He- 


rely? And own, that I agree with the Body of 


the Euſcbians, or Arians of the Fourth Century? 


Only, that with them I diſapprove and condemn 


Followers, 


the Raſhneſs of Arius himſelf, and his peculiar 
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rectly falſe and indefenſible. I do not think, 
that any private Suſpicion or Conjecture of any 


Followers, where they ventur'd on New and 
Unſcriptural Doctrines or Expreſſions; as I do 
in the very ſame Manner diſapprove of, and con- 


demn ſuch New and Unſcriptural Doctrines or 


Expreſſions of the Council of Nice it ſelf ; and 
that in both Caſes , without being fully ſatisfied 


that all thoſe Doctrines and Expreſſions are di- 


Council, or of any Man, which may poflibly 


be true, is therefore, without Divine Revelation, 
to become an Article of Faith immediately: 


Nor, if I were ever ſo confident in the way of 
| Hypotheſis, that any of thoſe unſupported Do- 
CKrrines or Expreſſions on either Side were not 


falſe, would I venture to put them into Propoſi- 


tions, or Creeds, or Articles, containing the 
Primitive Faith of Chriſtians: Tho' indeed I wou'd 


not reject any from the Churches Communion, 
for privately and modeſtly declaring their 


Thoughts concerning them: Which was the ve- 
ry Caſe of the Body of the Chriſtians or Arians 
in the former Part of the Fourth Century, when - 


this Matter came firſt before the Chriſtian World; 
whoſe Procedure therefore I cannot but highly 
commend in this Matter. in 

What this Author ſays next about the Conſti- 


* 


tutions, excepting ſo much as is taken from Dr. 


Allix, and has been already conſider' d, is of no 


Conſequence at all: Nor do I depend upon bare 


Gueſſes for the Correction of ſonge of the Ori- 
ginal Doxologies therein contained, as he after- 


wards ſuppoſes , without the leaſt Authority for 
ſuch a Suppoſition. I believe, he will not pre- 
tend to have himſelf made any Diſcoveries about 


that Book. So I ſhall leave thae Matter, till my 


Eſſay on thoſe Conſtigutions is made publick. 
And if all our late Writers had done fo too, it 


Would 


— 4s |S 
would at laſt, I believe, have been as well for 


| their own Reputation. But ſome Men muſt be 
1 confuting what they think an Unorthodox Opi- 


nion, even when they are conſcious to them- 
; felves, that they do not at all know what are 
| thoſe Arguments againſt which they are to di- 


C 8 4 
As to what this Author inſinuates, that in the P. 23, 24, 


» | Progreſs of my Enquiries I have not always 27, 28. 
ö been of the ſame Mind, tis moſt certainly true. 
Y And ſince I gave theWorld a faithful Account, by 

5 what Steps I came gradually into the ſeveral O- 

: pinions I am now of in theſe Matters, it was 

f | plainly unavoidable.. I did not deſert any of the 

1 vulgar Notions till Enquiry and Evidence forced 

t me. And this Author, who thinks it incredible 

I ſhould read over, and underſtand the moſt Pri 

e "|| mitive Writers in a few Months, will not grudge 

d me (ure a Year or Two to diſcover all the Ori- 

„ ginal Evidence, and to ſearch all the Chronolo; 
ir gy belonging to theſe Conſtitutions. But this 
- | he ought to know, that I have for a good while 


n finiſh'd my laft Enquiries about them; and that 
n J have for a good while fix d my laſt Opinion 


I; concerning them, without any Variation: I 
y mean only until the Enquiries of others ſhall 
5; produce any new Evidence. For whatever Af- 
i- ſurance I have of their moſt Sacred Authority, 


r. according te the Evidence that lies before me, 1 
10 ſhall, T hope, ever keep one Ear open for the 
re Admiſſion of any farther Teſtimonies, or Argu- 

ri- ments, which. che Learned may hereafter diſco- 
r- | ver: Which is no other than is eo be done in be 
or | Caſe of the known Canonical Books; nay, in 
e- all other Caſes Mhatſoexre r. 
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But then what this Author - affirms, that I p „. 
have mangled a great Part of St. Matthew's Goſpel; = = 
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las chaſti#d me on that Account, is very unfalr, 
And utterly groundleſs. What I have ſaid on 
that Occaſion has never yet been anſwered : Nor 


did that moſt Learned Prelate, that I remember, 
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uminers hate Believers, Now in this Caſe, ſeveral 


ever reckon my Obſervation and Reſtoratiofi of 


thoſe Diſlocations, as any Crime in me. Nay 
indeed, my Knowledge of his Lordſhip's own 
clear Opinion, that there are ſeveral the like 


| Diflocations in the preſent Copies of the Bible 
elſewhere, did in part embolden me here to / 8 


ſert, what ſeem' d at once ſo ſtrange, and yet ſo 
evident, concerning thoſe Diſlocations. And 

if he pleaſes to ſtudy the Harmony of the Goſ—-— 
pels with due Care, he will, I believe, fooh 
find himſelf at a loſs, without the Obſervation 
of thoſe Diflocations. However, I cannot but 


| think of the Ingenious Obſervation of a 2 


late Author, Divines are bred to believe; Philoſo- 
Phers to examine. Believers hate Examiners ; and Ex- 


Authors of late ſeem to be Divines, by believing 
only, and hating thoſe that examine; as well as 


others ſeem to be Philoſophers, by ekamining 
only, and hating thoſe that believe : tho' for mi 


ſelf, I cannot be properly rank d under either of 
thoſe Denominations. For I own my ſelf a 
firm Believer, but then it is upon à through 


Examination; and further I care fiot to go in 


Hypotheſes and - Miſtakes therein contained; 


any Matters whatſoever: And wlien our Author 


has been an Examiner for ſome Time, he 
will certainly have 4 better Opinion of 
ſome of the Conſequences of my Examination. 
'  T ſhall paſs over now this Author's ſokemn. O- 
pinion about 1 Jobn v. 7. and his Recommen- 
dations of Dr. Millss Excellent ' Diſſertation fot 


its Vindication ; becauſe I believe this Author 


has not examin d, but believ'd all the precarious 


and 
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often Repetition in private, were almoſt become 


publick, I did inſert into my Hiſtorical 7 ik] 
tho' where it was neceſſary it was done without 


the Inſertion of any Names. I did alſo, I own, 


venture to publiſh Part of my Lord Biſhop of 
VPVeorwichs Letter, which muſt be inoffenſive to 
every body, without asking leave for fo doing; 


tho' I never underſtood his. Lordſhip Was in the 


Ieaſt diſpleas'd on that Account. But of all this 


whole Charge, theſe Inſtances are all that I re- 


member to be true; unleſs the neceffary Vindi- 


cation of my ſelf from Mr. Wilkin;'s Miſrepre- 
ſentation of Pr. Grabe's Diſcourſe with me, be, 
without all Reaſon, laid under any ſuch Imputati- 
on. For the Reader may eaſily ſee by my Heſtorica! 


Preface, that I inform d both the Archbiſnopßs 
of my Intention to publiſh their Grace's Letters: 
which Jet the leaſt Intimation of their Unwil- - 

S 


lingneſs ſhould, have prevented. Thoſe of my 


Lord Biſhop of Worceſter were printed, not only 


ä 


dy his Conſent, but Direction. Thoſe of Dr. 


radford were alſo publiſhed with his Conſent, 


th o two of them 5 v ofe Anſwers I had not pre- 


ſerv'd, or loſt, could not then be inſerted : which 


Fet will, without fail, appear in the next Edition: 
fince he has now given me Copies of my An- 
{wers to go along with them. Nor ſhall I at all 


value. his Intimation, that Dr. Grabe's Account 


of the foremention'd Conference contradias 


mine, till T ſee it under Dr. Grabes Hand. He 


is too honeſt a Man to ſay ſo : and if he remem- f 
bers any Circumſtances omitted by me, I ſup- 


poſe I ſhall be eaſily able to recolle& them glſo,, 


Without any Suſpicion that either of us in the 


leaſt wilfully departed from the Rules of Truth 
-=d Honeſty in that Matte. 
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Relation: | 2 
le alſo has been inform'd, chat I have dar'd 

do deny that there are any Expreſſons in Scri- 
py that aſcribe Eternity to God the Father. 


N 


port he has ieard'abou fi — ti hw 2 


N 


This Author has next a Story from mia, Pag 30, | 
thi three or four Years ago I was as vehement | 


apainſt Athanaſius, and the Council of Nice, and 


for Arianifm as now, after, my longer Examina- 
tion. If he will keep to three ears, it may. be 
true: becauſe I was Tn ſatisfy d as to the ancient 
Faith in this matter, upon a fall Examination. 
If he goes much farther, tis utterly falſe; and 


he can have no good, Authority for ſuch a 


Y 


I ſhall here freely own to him, that J F. 30, 31. 


5 the uſual Language of Scripture, a7 
dig Agra, or ae} 59 5 clay ly, ud e eic 0 / 
Ane Mrd, vr, with the like, does certainly not 
imply a Schola tick Eternity, either 4 parte ante, 
or 4 parte poſß; but does properly denote, from 


the beginning of this World, and through all its 


grang Af s and Periods, till their final Conclu- 


ſion; and no more: And when he ſpeaks as if 


he believed otherwiſe, he betrays his great Igno- 


Trance in that Sacred and Primitive Dialect, and 
that he has taken his Notions of ſuch Words from 


Writers of Dontroverſy only. Tho, 1 'confeſs; 
there will be no great harm in extending chem 
farther in the Caſe of the Supreme God, becauſe 


we otherwiſe know that = 18 abſolutely" Eternal 


in a ſtill higher — ** to what Re: 
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fully underſtand his meaning. Only E fa! Wins 
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* Fifth Century, Are 8 b de me to thoſe of 
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kin ke lons. And ſo I take: my leave, and 
_ to 9210 er what he = 
re- 


n 
hereafter; and not by endeavouting by ill Arts 
and idle Stories to take away other Men's Repu- 
tation, to run too great a Risk of forfeiting his 
own. And! beg of him to conſider well what 
will be his Crime another Day, if, after all his 
Zeal and Heat for Orthodoxy, he ſhould at laſt 

| prove to be miſtaken : If the Doctrines he calls 
Blaſphemous ſhould prove to be the Sacred 
Truths of Chriſt Jeſus; if the Conſtitutions and 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles, he ſo deſpiſes, ſhould 
prove to be genuine; and if thoſe whom he vi- 
lifies with all the Names of Scorn and Reproach 
poſlible ſhould be in the right, and ſhould be in- 
tended, in ſome degree, for Inſtruments in God's 
Hand to revive the Primitive Faith and Piety 
among us. I conclude with the two laſt Verſes 
of one of the Leſſons for this Day, which all 
0 wee thatdealin Controverſy had need never to 
2 forget: Let all Bitteimeſs, and Wrath, and Anger, 
and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking' be put away from 
Jou, with all Malice. And be ye kind one to another, | 
- Tender-hearted, for iving one another, even as we hope 
God for Chriſt . ale will forgive ue. wht 


NS. PrmnFrnAt 


— 


4 


B a0 


err 
p 


Will. Whiſton. 


A 


. 


n 13A 1 
1 e \ 3 wh \ 
ee 0 ISS Ch Te Ne. . \ w 333 


\ p he'd ; 


I. re 


— 2 3 TIM 


* GH 5! Ws 3 A 


* 7 
8 * dv „„ i „ 


\ - ; 
2? 


l 


? A 5 %_ IR. * ? \ 
K etr%s 2 22 8 ad 
” * * 21 » - ” ” vs 1 * 5 
9 7% £4 TE? ax, $8: 2 3 1 4 Wa K . 4 2 „ 1 118 — 2 $ 
* KS + w TH % © SJ... - © E . \ * 
* ©, — * 4 7 , * 233 * . * 
„„ Fo "7 OR” a x Math. BY” * 
0 880 * "oy 14 0 8 2 b 2 py TD : 
* * + wv * , p * * 
4 „ % L * 
* 
. Py . 
2 5 . W a 29 1 
. — » "4 — *- * 
\ * * \ 9 F 
4 2y5wd rr : — 
N £ : N 1 1 A % on * 
4&2 & * $1 L x 5 7 i 7 
einne 5 9289 ef * 
- X 1 ; ; 
U 41 98 k 
4 4 
x. 4 * : 
% * 
N * 
* 
1 % 


